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agriculture were too strong; and henceforth the energies
of the rural community were to be diverted into channels
which might best satisfy the needs and requirements of the
urban population. When the authority of the Privy Council
waned, no further attempt was made to stem the current of
economic change. After the Civil War there were issued
neither statutes nor proclamations against enclosures ; and
once the landed aristocracy was placed firmly in the saddle
by the Revolution of 1688, enclosures—so far from being
condemned—began to be encouraged by parliamentary
sanctions.
The significant thing for our purpose here is to observe The new
that no sooner did the Great Rebellion curb the power
the monarchy, than the new outlook on the land was clearly
articulated. The plea of economic freedom—tentatively
urged by Sir Walter Raleigh in the last Parliament of Eliza-
beth when he said : " I think the best course is to leave every
man free, which is the desire of a true Englishman "—now
found open expression in its widest implications. More than
a century before Adam Smith published The Wealth of
Nations, the gospel of self-interest was proclaimed. The
ethical standpoint, from which economic questions had been
discussed in the sixteenth century by men like Tyndale and
Latimer, was definitely discarded. Another era, for good or
evil, dawned when Lee, ' minister of the Gospel', demanded
to know whether landowners might not with good conscience
put their lands to the best advantage. Lee was not opposed
to sheep-farming, since he was prepared to trust to the
profit-making instinct to promote the public good. If there
were a shortage of corn, he wrote, " men will plough up their
enclosed land for their own profit; it's an undeniable maxim
that everyone will do that which makes for his greatest
advantage ". The argument showed how far men's opinions
had travelled, when they were ready to accept self-interest
and economic freedom as the natural basis of human society.
The displaced rural population was bidden to migrate to
other districts, where " they might better benefit themselves
and profit the public-*'. Formerly the social mischief
attendant upon economic changes had dominated the whole

